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EDITORIAL 


It is with pleasure that the Committee 
has reviewed the Dictionary of Ameri- 
can biography for this number of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. Each vol- 
ume, as it appears, contains subjects 
selected for their distinction and because 
of some worthwhile contribution to 
American life. We have reviewed other 
biographical dictionaries where the sub- 
jects are included upon an entirely differ- 
ent plan, and we desire to warn librarians 
to be on the alert to recognize such works. 
Some of these are evidently financed in 


whole or in part by the portraits, and the 
inclusion of subject is not for distinction 
but because of the ability of the family to 
pay for the honor. We have heard of 
persons who have paid from one hundred 
to six hundred dollars for a biography 
which was to appear in some encyclo- 
pedia of doubtful usefulness. Payment 
for a biography is not always a guarantee 
that it will be printed. Publishers of such 
encyclopedias apparently follow the 
obituary notices in the papers and solicit 
widows and other bereaved women for 
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permission to print the biographies of 
their deceased husbands, sons, and 
brothers, saying in substance, that such 
biographies will be printed free of 
charge and that, if the woman wants to 
pay for it, at a nominal price, a hand- 
some portrait of the deceased will be in- 
cluded in the biography. Charges for 
the portraits vary as to whether they are 
to be half-tones, rotogravures, or steel 
engravings. We suspect that the prices 
vary according to the prospect’s ability 
to pay. In some cases persons of some 
small local distinction are approached 
with the flattering proposal that their 
biographies should appear in these pub- 
lications. The biography will be pre- 
pared but unless the prospect agrees to 
pay for a portrait the biography will 
never be printed. On the other hand, 
payment for a portrait does not seem to 
guarantee the biography in print in the 
immediate future. 


With such a method of business it 
follows that an encyclopedia will con- 
tain biographies of many men and 
women of merely local reputation which 
are never wanted for reference work, 
and that the encyclopedia itself will be 
of little value in reference collections. 

Another method of biographical dic- 
tionary making invites flattered prospects 
to submit biographies, and unless the 
prospect subscribes for one or more copies 
of the dictionary his biography never 
appears. This is a familiar method, also, 
of publishing local histories and, while 
many worthless reference books have 
resulted, there have also resulted county, 
town, and state histories, as well as bio- 
graphical dictionaries and other books 
useful for genealogical research, con- 
taining information not to be found 
elsewhere and therefore valuable to 
large collections. 


American Atlases 


In Miss Mudge’s Guide to reference 
books and in the very interesting com- 
parison of the post-war atlases by W. L. 
Joerg in the Geographical Review for 
October, 1923, American atlases except 
the Century are dismissed without any 
evaluation as being unsatisfactory. Nev- 
ertheless, every reference librarian in a 
public library knows the constant and in- 
sistent demand for American atlases and 
the need for detailed maps of the states 
not given in the foreign atlases. There- 
fore, it seems worth while to try to make 
a comparison of those most used: Rand 
McNally’s Commercial atlas, Ham- 
mond’s New world loose leaf atlas and 


Cram’s Modern reference atlas of the 
world. None of them is adequate for 
very close study of foreign countries and 
all lack the general index, which is such 
a valuable feature of the foreign atlases. 
Pronunciation is not usually given. 

Of the three, probably Rand Mc- 
Nally’s would be regarded as indispen- 
sable. It is published annually and is con- 
stantly revised. It has economic maps but 
not many physical nor any historical ones. 
There is a general index of foreign cities 
and towns and for this country each state 
is separately and fully indexed. These 
separate indexes give population, situa- 
tion on railways, post offices, and infor- 
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mation of this character. Location is in- 
dicated by marginal letters and figures. 
There is much supplementary material 
for commercial purposes. Road maps 
and air line distances are valuable fea- 
tures. Relief is indicated by hachuring. 
Maps are not generally in color but boun- 
daries are clearly indicated. Wherever 
color is used a key is given. Both mathe- 
matical and bar scales are always given, 
lettering is almost without exception leg- 
ible, and such details as rivers, etc., are 
clear. Names are in the vernacular with 
the translation in the index in parenthe- 
ses with a reference from the translated 
form to the vernacular. For testing the 
accuracy of the maps, Oregon was chosen 
and practically every item has been 
brought to date, following decisions 
of the United States Geographic Board, 
postal changes and the like. The atlas of 
foreign countries formerly published by 
Rand McNally has been given up and 
some of the material has been incorpo- 
rated in this atlas. 

The Hammond New world loose leaf 
atlas, as is indicated in the title, is kept up 
to date by new maps distributed from 
time to time. In addition to economic, 
it has a number of physical and historical 
maps. There is also a general index in- 
cluded of cities and towns of the world 
and all maps are separately indexed, but 
indexes do not give as much information 
as in the Rand McNally. Location is in- 
dicated by marginal letters and figures. 
There are supplementary tables, gazet- 
teer, etc. Where relief is shown on the 
general maps it is usually by hachuring 
but sometimes by the layer method in 
color, and for the states of this country 
there are separate physical maps showing 
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relief by layer method. In these cases 
the colors are rather dark so that the 
printing is somewhat difficult to read. 
Each map has a color key. There is a 
lack of uniformity in the method of 
showing boundaries, for in some maps of 
foreign countries the color method is 
used and in these cases the coloring is 
light enough so that it does not obscure 
the printing. In other cases of foreign 
countries and in all the state maps boun- 
daries of provinces or countries are indi- 
cated by dotted lines or colored lines, and 
these are not easy to follow. There is 
some lack of uniformity in the make-up, 
as is indicated in the methods of showing 
boundaries. Oregon occupies two pages, 
Washington one, and in the latter cases, 
as in some of the other crowded maps, 
it becomes rather difficult to read the 
names. In some maps, the hachuring is 
so heavy as to obscure the printing some- 
what. Checking again by the Oregon 
map, it seems to be kept well up to date. 
Generally names are given in translation 
with the name in the vernacular in paren- 
theses and with both forms in the index. 
Occasionally typographical errors were 
caught, e.g., Lake Abert looks like Lake 
Alert. The mathematical scale could not 
be found but the bar scale both in miles 
and kilometers is always shown. 

Cram’s Modern reference world atlas, 
1922, is also loose leaf. It contains a 
few physical and economic maps but not 
so many as either of the other atlases. 
There are separate indexes for each map, 
not so complete as in Rand McNally, 
which give some information such as 
population statistics. Location is indi- 
cated by marginal letters and figures. 
There is a descriptive gazetteer and some 

(Continued on page 16) 


2. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 









SuBSCRIPTION Booxs BuLLETIN 








/ American biography, a new cyclo- 
pedia (Binder’s title: Encyclopedia 
of American biography) 42v. and an 
index to v. 1-23, 80 E. 11thst., N. Y., 
American Historical Society, inc. 
1918-c1930. $35 per vol. 

Names of people who are living are 
not included in this cyclopedia and very 
few of the biographies found here are 
called for in public libraries or in genea- 
logical collections. Some women are in- 
cluded. 

The articles are long, eulogistic, un- 
signed, and show evidence of having 
been written by members of the subjects’ 
families with no sign of editing. 

‘The articles about men of fame and 
distinction exhibit a lack of critical ap- 
praisal; and the length of the articles has 
no relation to the contribution the subject 
might have made to society. 

The publication contains what ap- 
pear to be excellent genealogies. Like 
the biographies, they are not on subjects 
that are often called for. One library 
reports having attempted to answer many 
genealogical questions by referring to 
this set, but in three years nothing called 
for has been found in it. 

There is no definite arrangement, so 
that it is necessary to use the index. 
There is an index in each volume and a 
separate one for volumes 1-23 in which 
we found some errors. 

The volumes are handsome, illus- 
trated with good engravings, many 
portraits and coats of arms. 

The set is not recommended for pur- 
chase. 
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Reviews 





The American history and encyclo- 
pedia of music; William Lines 
Hubbard, editor-in-chief; Emil Lieb- 
ling, Arthur Foote, George W. An- 
drews, and Edward Dickinson, asso- 
ciate editors. 12v. 125 N. Erie St., 
Toledo, Ohio, Squire Cooley co., 
c1908-c1910. colored front. illus., 
plates, ports. 2434 cm. $42.50; 
buckram, $39. 

Contents: v. 1-2, Operas; v. 3, For- 
eign music; v. 4, Instruments; v. 5-6, 
Musical biographies; v. 7, Oratorios 
and masses; v. 8, American music; v. 
9, Theory; v. 10, Dictionary; v. 11, 
Essentials; v. 12, Essentials and index. 

As a set of books on musical subjects 
this was no doubt at the date of publi- 
cation a good collection of books for the 
layman about music. As a history or en- 
cyclopedia of music its merits would 
have been limited even at that date; since 
the arrangement is poor and the field of 
music is not adequately covered. 

The collection boasts an able group of 
editors who contributed short introduc- 
tions and supervised various volumes 
and subjects; but beyond this there is no 
claim to original work. It is a work 
compiled by and for Americans. 

The first two volumes are given up to 
the opera (a queer subject with which 
to begin a history of music) and the in- 
troduction to the whole work is found 
in volume nine. 

The list of volumes gives an idea of 
the scope of the work; but the titles are 
misleading. For example, in the two 
volumes on operas where one would ex- 
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pect to find considerable information on 
the history and development of the 
opera, there are about forty pages of in- 
troduction to the subject and the remain- 
der of the volumes contain only brief 
synopses of opera plots. The same is true 
of the treatment of the volumes on ora- 
torios and masses. 

As individual books, such volumes as 
those on theory, instruments, foreign 
music, and one or two others are useful; 
but better and more recent material is 
now available. The volume on Amer- 
ican music is good. 

This set does not compare favorably 
with the publication called The art of 
music, which is also reviewed in this 
issue. 

The volumes are of medium size but 
as the paper is thick, the print large and 
the margins wide, the quantity of ma- 
terial in each is less than would be ex- 
pected. There are photographic plates, 
bibliographies, and an index in volume 
twelve. With the exception of a few 
illustrative bars, it contains no scores. 

Not recommended. 

American underwriting houses and 
their issues ;ed. by Otto P. Schwarz- 
schild. 2v. and cumulated supple- 
ments. 82 Beaver St., New York, 
National statistical service, 1925-28. 
$50; v. 1, 1925-28, $25; v. 2, 1928- 
29, $35. 

This was reviewed in the October 
number of the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, and our note brought forth further 
information and opinion from members 
of the Business Libraries Section. ‘This 
information is to the effect that Ameri- 
can underwriting houses and their issues, 
while not of particular use in a public 
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library, is used constantly in a financial 
library. ‘The statement in the review 
that the one line entries do not give suffi- 
cient information and the material can 
be found elsewhere at length does not 
apply in a financial house, where these 
one line entries, in most cases, give just 
the information desired. It is an invalu- 
able working tool in the right place, and 
the material assembled here, classified in 
this way, cannot be found elsewhere. Its 
main purpose is to serve as an index. 


Arno art studies, a course in picture ap- 
preciation; ed. by Helen Parker, Head 
of the department of museum instruc- 
tion, The Art Institute of Chicago. 
4v. 307 .N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
Arno art institute, c1930. 2v. out 
now and $35 due on receipt of first 
two volumes. $79.50. 

Contents: v. 1, Italian; v. 2, Nether- 
lands, German, English; v. 3, French, 
Spanish; v. 4, American, Modern. 

Accompanied by a pamphlet called: 
Programme for Arno art studies, course 
in picture appreciation. 

These studies consist of a selection of 
colored Seemann prints, mounted in 
loose-leaf binders, with descriptive text 
accompanying each print. Each volume 
also contains introductory and interpre- 
tative articles. 

For each artist chosen, one, two, or 
three plates are included with a short bio- 
graphical sketch of the artist. There is 
also included a critical note and a descrip- 
tion of the picture. These critical notes 
are short excerpts from such well-known 
critics and writers on art as J. A. Sy- 
monds, F. J. Mather, jr., Raimond Van 
Marle and John Ruskin. 

We know of no other comprehensive 
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outline for a course in art appreciation, 
and the information is sound and accu- 
rate. 

The set is so arranged as to make an 
easy study club outline and is well adapted 
for that purpose. Women’s clubs that 
purchase the set with the intention of 
studying the subject as outlined herein 
will find a usable program. The pam- 
phlet, for instance, is bound with blank 
leaves for club notes, and outlines each 
meeting with thought questions and as- 
signed reading and a pronouncing glos- 
sary for each lesson. 


Arno art studies is recommended to 
study clubs that intend to follow the 
course outlined, or to libraries remote 
from large collections that are serving 
such groups. It is mot recommended to 
the larger libraries. 

Libraries with a well selected art col- 
lection will already have the books 
quoted, and many such libraries will also 
have the Seemann prints included. For 
libraries that do not have such a collec- 
tion we have prepared the following 
buying list of books about painting and 
pictures: 





Abbot, E. R. 
Baker, C. H. C. 


The great painters 


Barnes, A. C. 


Brown, A.V.V. and 
Rankin, W. 
Bryant, L. M. 
Bulley, M. H. Pictures and painting 
(Simple guide ser.) 


Caffin, C. H. How to study pictures 


Story of Spanish painting 
Primer of modern art 
American artists 


Cheney, S. W. 
Cortissoz, Royal 
Dimier, Louis 
Gordon, Jan 


Isham, Samuel 
Mather, F. J. 
Pearson, R. M. 
Singer, H. W. 
Venturi, Adolpho 
Wilenski, R. H. 


Stories of German artists 


Modern movement in art 





Wright, W. H. Modern painting 


Dutch painting of the 17th century 
(Great periods in art, v. 2) 

Art in painting 2d ed. rev. 

Berenson, Bernhard Italian painters of the renaissance 


Short history of Italian painting 
French pictures and their painters 


Story of American painting 


French painting in the 16th century 
Modern French painters. New ed. 8v.Dodd, 1923 


History of American painting 
History of Italian painting 
How to see modern pictures 


Short history of Italian art 
An introduction to Dutch art 


Harcourt, 1927 . $5.00 
. 4.00 
3 ae 
. 4.50 


Boni, 1926 
Harcourt, 1928 
Clarendon, 1930 


3.25 


Dutton, 1914 
5.00 


Dodd, 1922 . 


ota aoe 
.. 4.00 
21s 


Dutton, 1928 
Century, 1905 . 
Batsford 

Stokes, 1907 . 
Century, 1910 
Boni, 1924 ra 
Scribner, 1923 . 
Scribner, 1904 


Lane, 1929 
Macmillan, 1927 
Holt, 1923 .... 
Dial, 1925 
Chatto 
Macmillan, 1926. 
Stokes, 1929 
ee 
Stokes, 1927 .. 
Faber 

Dodd, 1915 .... 








The art of music; a comprehensive li- 
brary of information for music lov- 
ers and musicians; Daniel Gregory 
Mason, editor-in-chief; Edward B. 
Hill, Leland Hall, associate editors; 


Cesar Saerchinger, managing editor. 

14v. New York, National society of 

music, 1915-16. o.p. 

Contents: v. 1, Narrative history of 
music. Book 1—Pre-classic periods. 
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Introduction by Sir C. H. H. Parry; v. 
2, Same. Book 2—Classicism and ro- 
manticism. Introduction by Leland 
Hall; v. 3, Same. Book 3—Modern 
music. Introduction by Edward Bur- 
lingame Hill; v. 4, Music in America. 
Introduction by Arthur Farwell; v. 5, 
The voice and vocal music. Introduc- 
tion by David Bispham; v. 6, Choral 
and church music. Introduction by Sir 
Edward Elgar; v. 7, Pianoforte and 
chamber music. Introduction by Harold 
Bauer; v. 8, The orchestra and orches- 
tral music. Introduction by Dr. Rich- 
ard Strauss; v. 9, The opera. Introduc- 
tion by Alfred Hertz; v. 10, The dance. 
Introduction by Anna Pavlowa; v. 
11-12, Dictionary of musicians and gen- 
eral index; v. 13, Musical examples; v. 
14, Modern musical examples. 

An unusually good and useful collec- 

tion. Its editor-in-chief is Daniel Greg- 
ory Mason, whose name, with the names 
of his co-workers, assures one of its au- 
thority. It is now out of print but can 
be found occasionally in second-hand 
dealers’ catalogs. The price at date of 
publication was $47.50. 
_ It is a fourteen volume work, not 
encyclopedic in form, but composed of 
separate books on the different large 
subjects. Most of the important 
branches of music are included and 
treated at some length. Theory evi- 
dently was not considered necessary for 
the music lover unfamiliar with mu- 
sical technique for whom the set was 
compiled. 

Each subject has an introduction by 
a person of note in its particular field. 
For example, the classic periods in music 
history are introduced by Sir C. H. H. 
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Parry, one of the best known British 
authorities; the volume on pianoforte 
and chamber music by Harold Bauer, the 
English pianist; and David Bispham, 
the late American baritone and teacher, 
introduces the subject of voice and vocal 
music. To give an idea of the extent 
to which subjects are carried out, the 
parts of the last named are: Pt. I, Vocal 
mechanism, containing vocal hygiene 
and methods of voice culture; Pt. II, 
Development of the art song; Pt. III, 
Romantic song with its noted compo- 
sers; Pt. IV, Modern song literature in 
various countries. Each part is com- 
posed of three or four chapters. The 
other volumes are equally satisfactory. 

Except for the volume on American 
music there is an index in each where 
necessary. The lack of index in the 
above named makes it less useful for 
quick reference even though there is a 
full table of contents. 

Volumes eleven and twelve are a dic- 

tionary of musicians. Only brief infor- 
mation is given but references are given 
to other volumes in the work where in- 
formation about individuals can be 
found. 
The last two volumes are larger in 
size and give examples of the various 
forms and styles of music. These are 
the only volumes that give scores. These 
scores are well chosen to illustrate the 
subjects brought out in the text and the 
various phases of musical development 
and the majority of them present com- 
plete compositions. 

There are good bibliographies in 
each book, and photographic plates, line 
drawings and diagrams add to the use- 
fulness of the collection. 
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The paper, binding and press work 
are satisfactory. The publication is 
most useful and would serve the refer- 
ence and circulating needs in a small 
library. 

Recommended. 

Careers. 52 monographs in pamphlet 
form. 537 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, 
Institute for research devoted to re- 
search in the professions and voca- 
tions, c1930. $39.50. 

This set of 52 monographs averaging 
8 to 20 pages each and fastened together 
in a loose leaf leather binder, is being 
published by the Institute of Research in 
Chicago. John A. Lapp is editorial di- 
rector, assisted by Paul H. Douglas, Rob- 
ert L. Cooley, George F. Zook, Edwin 
A. Lee, and Charles A. Prosser, in ad- 
visory capacity. No names appear on the 
pamphlets although a foreword is to 
be printed giving the personnel of the 
Institute. 

The Institute is not affiliated with any 
college but is incorporated to publish this 
work and carry on research service for 
the subscribers to the set. 

The pamphlets are written to acquaint 
high school and college students with the 
main facts concerning many vocations, 
so that a student may acquire a pano- 
ramic view of many vocations before 
making his own choice. The statements 
are carefully considered and accurate, 
and the information would be useful to 
libraries, schools and other agencies do- 
ing vocational guidance. 

The pamphlets were originally 
planned for home use but were found to 
be more in demand by schools so that the 
style of the earlier issues was changed to 
a more academic one. Each monograph 


consists of a study of one profession, giv- 
ing in each case the nature, advantages 
and disadvantages, opportunities, average 
earnings, preparation and personal quali- 
fications necessary for success, as well as 
possible ways of getting a start in the pro- 
fession. It is much the same outline as 
students are required to follow in writing 
their “career books” in the intermediate 
schools. ‘The pamphlets now ready are 
upon the following vocations: 

The Consular and Foreign trade ser- 
vices, Civil engineering, Accountancy as 
a career, Interior decoration, Physical 
education, Law as a career, Librarian- 
ship, Dentistry, Music, Geology, Chemi- 
cal engineering, Advertising, Diplomatic 
service, Journalism, General agricul- 
ture, Horticulture, Medicine, Optom- 
etry, Investment banking, Biology, Com- 
mercial art, and Publishing. 

These pamphlets do not include the 
mechanical trades and business which are 
so well presented in Mr. Cooley’s re- 
cent books; and much of the material in- 
cluded is easily found in the numerous 
books and pamphlets now available on 
vocations. ‘The monographs are very 
expensive because of the research service 
for one year which is included in the sub- 
scription price. 

We call attention to this policy of 
offering research service with subscrip- 
tion books. The price asked for this set 
includes such a service promised for the 
future. Presumably the 52 monographs 
are not valued at that price; but are in- 
cluded in a price that also includes an in- 
definite service. Some purchasers of the 
set will never have use for the service. 
The larger libraries will have other 
sources of information and may turn to 
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them rather than to the Institute for Re- 
search. It is presumable that some libra- 
ries will desire information on careers 
outside the scope of the Institute. Why 
should a library invest in service prom- 
ised for the future, which may not be 
utilized; or pay for service given to other 
subscribers? We would rather pay a fair 
price for the monographs, and later pay 
for service as it is needed and given. 

Considering the very high price asked 
for these pamphlets, one wishes that they 
included further information, such as 
bibliographies, etc. For instance, the 
statement on library work is fair and ac- 
curate; but names and addresses of li- 
brary schools and their entrance require- 
ments are not given, and this information 
is more often called for than such gen- 
eral statements as appear. 

To quote another example of the ten- 
dency toward generalization, the state- 
ment is made that advertising is organ- 
ized and that local, national and interna- 
tional organizations exist; but the names 
of these organizations and their addresses 
are not given. 

Most libraries will have much of this 
information available in less expensive 
form. Reference and school librarians 
are usually alert to secure the many books 
and pamphlets that aid in the work; such 
as those published by the Bureau of Voca- 
tional Information, 2 West 43d Street, 
New York; the Vocations Bureau, 6 
Beacon Street, Boston; the Woman’s 
Occupational Bureau, 1111 Nicolett 
Avenue, Minneapolis; and we call atten- 
tion to the following: Parker and Moy- 
er’s Vocational information—a bibliog- 
raphy, prepared by the Committee on 
Vocational Counsel and Placement, 


University of Michigan, 1928; and 
Occupational studies, 1930 Supplement 
to, by May Rogers Lane, published by 
the International text book company, 16 
p-, 10c. There is also in press a hand- 
book, Vocational guidance through the 
library, published for the J. C. Penney 

Foundation by the American Library 

Association. 

We do not recommend the publication 
Careers because of the high price; al- 
though it is reliable and will save those 
who can afford it considerable research. 
The century biographical encyclo- 

pedia. In10v. (3 nowissued). 15 

Park Row, N. Y., Historical Press 

Association. 1922. ports. $15 per v. 

The foreword says this is a record of 
the “Men and women of the Twentieth 
Century who have helped to make the 
America of today. ... A place has 
been given only in recognition of 
achievements, integrity of character and 
patriotism.” 

This encyclopedia gives derivation of 
family names, coats of arms, and in- 
cludes a few portraits. Biographies are 
in the vein of newspaper obituaries. They 
include many people whose names are 
not widely known, together with ac- 
counts of some distinguished persons 
both living and dead, which are to be 
found easily in other places. 

Not recommended. 

Collier’s new encyclopedia; a self- 
revising reference work with loose 
leaf features. 10v. 250 Park Ave., 
P. F. Collier & Son. illus., maps. 
The committee has not had the oppor- 

tunity to examine this set; but we have 

had many inquiries about it. We hear of 
its being sold for prices varying from 
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$69 to $99, the price to include a ten year 
revision service and premiums such as 
Lodge’s History of the United States, 
Kipling’s Works, the Century dictionary 
and volumes of the Harvard classics. We 
would discourage the practice of buying 
books because of an offer of an extension 
service or because of premiums offered 
with the purchase. 

We understand that a revision of this 
encyclopedia is under way and the pub- 
lishers have assured us that when it is 
completed they will submit a set to us 
for review. Our readers are advised to 
defer purchase until a review is pub- 
lished in the Subscription Books Bulletin. 
Dictionary of American biography, 

under the auspices of the American 

Council of Learned Societies; ed. by 

Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone. 

20v. N. Y. Scribner, 1928- .$12.50 

each v. at delivery. 

A most excellent biographical ency- 
clopedia made on the plan of the British 
Dictionary of national biography. It 
contains no living persons, and no per- 
sons who have not lived in the territory 
now known as the United States. It in- 
cludes only those who have made some 
significant contribution to American life 
in its manifold aspects. 

There is a brief signed sketch of the 
life including the parentage and some- 
times the genealogy, but most of the 
space is devoted to setting forth those 
things accomplished by the subject which 
have made him worthy of a place in the 
dictionary. The accounts are fresh and 
from first hand sources, but are not eulo- 
gistic family estimates as in other bio- 
graphical encyclopedias reviewed in this 
issue. Authors included are quoted. 


2 


There are no illustrations. The alpha- 
betical arrangement makes an index un- 
necessary. There is a short, well selected 
bibliography at the end of each article. 

The reasonable price for this schol- 
arly work is explained by the fact that 
Mr. Ochs on behalf of the New York 
Times helped to finance the undertaking. 

The volumes are coming out at the 
rate of three a year, and this will enable 
all but the smallest library to acquire 
the set without feeling too great a drain 
upon its resources. To date there are five 
volumes, Abbe to Eberle. Recommended. 
Eaton encyclopedia 

See New standard encyclopedia re- 
viewed in this issue. 

Encyclopedia of American biogra- 
phy (Binder’s title). For review, 
see entry in this issue under American 
biography. 

Historians’ history of the world; a 
comprehensive narrative of the rise 
and development of nations from the 
earliest times; ed. by Henry Smith 
Williams, with the assistance of a 
distinguished board of advisors and 
contributors. 27v. New York, Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica, inc., c1904, 
1926. illus., plates, ports., facsims., 
maps. 27v. ed. bound only in green 
sheepskin, $147; also in cloth, 15v. 
$49.10. 

Formerly published by the Outlook 
company of New York and the History 
Association of London and New York. 

Contents: v. 1, Prolegomena, Egypt, 
Mesopotamia; v.2, Israel, Phoenicia, 
Western Asia, Ancient India, Ancient 
Persia; v.3-4, Greece; v.5-7, Rome; 
v.8, Parthians, Sassanids and Arabs, Cru- 
saders and the Papacy; v.9, Italy; v.10, 


> 
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Spain and Portugal; v.11-13, France; 
v.14, Netherlands, the Germanic em- 
pires; v.15. Austria-Hungary, Ger- 
many; v.16, Scandinavia, Switzerland; 
v.17, Switzerland, Russia; v.18-20, 
England to 1791; v.21, Scotland, Ire- 
land, England since 1792; v.22, British 
colonies, United States, Early colonial 
period; v.23, United States, v.24, Po- 
land, Balkan states, Turkey, Minor 
states, China and Japan; v.25, Index. 

A compilation of direct quotations 
from the standard historians, woven into 
a continuous narrative by the editors. 
The authorities quoted are competent 
scholars, representing generally the older 
school of historians, and contemporary 
sources are included. The liberal intro- 
duction of original editorial matter has 
been skillfully handled in order to draw 
the extracts into a smooth and unified 
whole. 

Several different estimates are given 
of debatable characters and events of 
importance, and the sources from which 
the material is drawn are indicated. 

The story of each nation is followed 
by a reference list of authorities quoted, 
and there are in addition many general 
bibliographies and chronological sum- 
maries. The general bibliographies are 
based on the works cited and do not at- 
tempt to be exhaustive. They include 
brief critical and biographical notes 
upon the more important historians. 

The index is adequate for the work, 
and boasts an “encyclopaedic character” ; 
that is, it contains dates, lists of sover- 
eigns, and other condensed information. 
The index volume also contains a biblio- 
graphical index to the whole work, citing 
authors quoted with specific references 


to the works from which the excerpts 

are made and similar references to the 

pages of the present work. 

The make-up of the publication is 
good; type, paper, and binding are satis- 
factory, and the illustrations, including 
portraits, facsimiles of important docu- 
ments and reproductions of paintings, 
while not notable, add to the interest of 
the work. There are only one or two 
maps to each volume. 

For reading, this set is probably the 
best of the many compilations of history 
that we have examined. It is more at- 
tractive and is better edited than the 
Great events by famous historians, re- 
viewed in the October, 1930 number of 
the Subscription Books Bulletin, or than 
the Standard history of the world, re- 
viewed in this number. For library 
reference work, The new Larned history 
for ready reference is far more useful 
than any of these. The Historians’ his- 
tory of the world has been popular for 
the last twenty-five years and has been 
much used in the libraries owning it; but 
we do not recommend it now for library 
purchase. 

Modern eloquence; ed. by Ashley H. 
Thorndike. rev. ed. 1929. 1I5v. 1 
Park Ave., New York, Modern elo- 
quence corp., c1928. ports. $59.50. 
Contents: v. 1-3, After dinner 

speeches; v. 4-6, Business, industry, pro- 

fessions; v. 7-9, Public affairs; v. 10- 

12, Historical masterpieces; v. 13, Fa- 

mous lectures; v. 14, Anecdotes and epi- 

grams; v. 15, Public speaking, debates, 
index. 

The first edition is dated in the most 
recent preface as 1903 (the editions 
compared were 1900 and 1928) and 
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was edited by Thomas B. Reed in ten 
volumes. The second, in 1923, “under 
the present editor, was in twelve vol- 
umes and retained less than one-third of 
the material in the first.” In 1927, 
three supplementary volumes were copy- 
righted. E 

The fifth edition of Mudge’s Guide 
to reference books, p. 172, lists the 1928 
copyright and gives the subject matter 
of the different volumes. It is not pos- 
sible to compare the editions of 1928 
and 1929 (called “revised” on the verso 
of the title page) because the 1928 edi- 
tion was not submitted, but changes 
made in one year’s time could scarcely 
be important enough to warrant the pur- 
chase of the 1929 edition if the 1928 is 
already owned by the library. 

The purpose of Modern eloquence is 
“to present a collection of speeches illus- 


trating the subjects, methods of speak- 
ing, and style of eloquence at the pres- 
ent time” and “to provide helpful guid- 
ance so that the speeches presented may 
be of practical service to the young 
speaker as well as a worthy contribution 


to our literature.” The development of 


new speakers, business, history, women’s 
interests, radio, internationalism, etc., 
is correspondingly reflected. 

It was not possible to procure a 1923 
edition but the General Preface of the 
1929 edition lists the changes since 1923 
as follows: 

1. Another volume of speeches on 
business and industry has been added, 
thus devoting two volumes to these sub- 
jects instead of the single volume in the 
earlier edition. 

2. A new volume of occasional ad- 
dresses has been prepared, entitled The 


professions, containing speeches by men 
of distinction in law, medicine, the min- 
istry, engineering and other professions. 

3. A collection of over one thou- 
sand epigrams has been made and ar- 
ranged in a manner for convenient ref- 
erence. The Epigrams with the revised 
Anecdotes now make up volume four- 
teen. 

4. The material on “How to 
speak” has been enlarged. President 
Butler’s Introduction on “The presiding 
officer” in volume six is new, as are the 
articles in volume fifteen on “Platform 
appearance,” “Debating,” “A debate 
club,” “Speaking on the radio.” Profes- 
sor Ayres’s Lessons are also enlarged, so 
that in volume fifteen a very comprehen- 
sive course in Speaking is now provided. 

Attention is called to the “double- 
concordance index”; 10,000 references 
are advertised to 800 speeches. ‘Title, 
subject, occasion and separate paragraphs 
are indexed. 

In make-up, the books are attractive, 
the print clear, good antique laid paper 
is used and there are eighty excellent 
portrait illustrations. Unfortunately, 
the covers of the 1929 editions are flex- 
‘ible, which is not desirable for public 

{library use, though good quality fabri- 
koid has been used. 

The advisory board numbers many 
distinguished names. ‘There has been 
enough revision since 1923 to warrant 
the purchase of the 1928 or 1929 edi- 
tion (the former recommended by 
Mudge) but, if the library owns 1928, 
1929 is scarcely necessary. ‘This is the 
ranking standard reference set in its field 
and is recommended. 

National cyclopedia of American 


— 
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biography; ed. by George Derby. 

20v. plus index and conspectus v., and 

current, vols. A, B and C (of the liv- 

ing series). 70 Fifth Ave., N. Y., 

James T. White & co., 1893- . $15 

per vol. 

The current volumes are useful. 
Biographies of men and women living at 
the time the volumes were issued are in- 
cluded and the material is valuable be- 
cause these men are important enough to 
have their biographies used frequently 
but not sufficiently important to have the 
material accessible elsewhere.. The other 
volumes do not contain biographies of 
men who are living and the compilation 
shows slight discrimination. A certain 
amount of genealogical material is given 
as well as most of the facts of the sub- 
ject’s life. The articles are eulogistic in 
tone, unsigned, and although there is a 
list of contributors, there are no indica- 
tions of the extent of their contributions. 

We gather that many articles are 
written by the subject himself or by 
members of his family. Good portraits 
of most subjects are included, also pic- 
tures of homes, facsimiles of autographs, 
etc. 

There is no systematic arrangement so 
it is necessary to use the general index for 
the set. Each of the current volumes has 
its own index, and some but not all of the 
general volumes have an index. 

This set is not essential in many libra- 
ries, although some use can be made of 
it because so many of the large number 
of subjects can not be found in other 
encyclopedias. It is much more useful 
than American biography published by 
the American historical society, inc., 
which is also reviewed in this issue. 


The third volume, C, of the living 
series, was issued this summer. 

The current volumes only are recom- 
mended as useful in large reference col- 
lections. 


New standard encyclopedia.10v. 134 
N. La Salle St., Chicago, Standard en- 
cyclopedia corporation, 1930. Price 
in Canada, $99.50, includes “Perpet- 
ual Pictured Quarterly Loose Leaf 
Extension Service for ten years as 
provided in the coupons.” Sold for 
many years under title Standard ref- 
erence work, for $49.50. It is built 
upon the old Eaton encyclopedia. 
The verso of the title page reads 

“copyright 1930. Standard Education 

Society. Made in U.S.A.” No other 

dates are given. 

This set is being sold in Canada by 
“The International Research Institute” 
of Winnipeg and is well known in vari- 
ous parts of the world for the “give 
away” methods employed. The fa- 
miliar blue letter introducing the set to 
the prospect and offering a free set has 
not varied materially over a number of 
years. All such letters examined ask 
the prospect to “treat the foregoing as 
personal and confidential” or a clause 
similar in meaning. The work is listed 
in P.N.L.A. Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, 1925, under “Standard Education 
Society” and reports that “Its practices 
were reported to the Federal Trade 
Commission, which, after a hearing, 
condemned its method of selling.” 

The foreword in v. 1 reads “In this 
work an attempt has been made to in- 
clude articles on most scientific, indus- 
trial and vocational topics” yet there are 
no entries under the following headings: 
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accident prevention, accountancy, acetic 
acid, addition, adjective, adult educa- 
tion, advertising, agronomy, ambition, 
American literature, amusements, anes- 
thetic, angle, annexation, apostles, and 
Armageddon. ‘There is a complete ab- 
sence of authorities, maps, illustrations 
and those features which are expected in 
any work worthy of the name encyclo- 
pedia. There are no cross references to 
related subjects, and no pagination. 
Sometimes pronunciation is given but 
more often not. 

In the article on Alberta, a paragraph 
ends in the middle of a sentence. This 
province is covered under a number of 
subheadings but not under that of “agri- 
culture” which is the chief industry. 
There is nothing on “petroleum” al- 
though nearly all petroleum produced in 
Canada comes from Alberta. There is 
nothing on the government of the prov- 
ince. Statistics are recorded as “the latest 
available.” 

Some of the articles are ludicrous. 
Examples of the opening sentence or 
portion thereof under the following 
headings will suffice: 

“Alberta, a province of Canada. It 
lies midway between Saskatchewan and 
British Columbia.” 

“Apple, a well known fruit...” 

“Arnica, a genus of plants halfway 
between daisies and sunflowers.” 

“Atherton, Gertrude Franklin, 
(1857- ), probably the most impor- 
tant American female author.” 

“Bass, a name used in a confused 
manner for unrelated fishes.” 

“Bat, a flying animal difficult to 
classify.” 

These beggar description. 


Those interested in this set may wish to 
secure the further information available 
by applying to the U. S. Federal Trade 
Commission, Washington, D. C., for 
Docket 1574. 

Not recommended. 

Perpetual pictured quarterly loose 
leaf extension service 
See New standard encyclopedia re- 

viewed in this issue. 

Selected writings of Elbert Hubbard ; 
ed. by Elbert Hubbard II. 14v. East 
Aurora, New York, Roycrofters. 
1929 cl1922. $75.80; payments 
$79.80. 

Nearly every library will have a suf- 
ficient quantity of Elbert Hubbard’s 
writings to supply the demand. If it does 
not, his more popular books can be pur- 
chased for a small proportion of the price 
of this expensive set. The same thing 
may be said with profit about collected 
works and de luxe editions of nearly 
every writer. Not recommended. 
Source book: an international ency- 

clopedia authority written from the 

world viewpoint; prepared by over 

200 authorities in the fields of litera- 

ture, art and science; ed. by W. F. 

Rocheleau and others. 10v. Chicago, 

Perpetual encyclopedia corporation. 

$69.50. 

We have heard of this encyclopedia 
at various times during the last seventeen 
years under the following titles: 


Home and school reference work 

Source book 

National encyclopedia 

Perpetual pictured loose leaf encyclo- 
pedia (supplements) 

North American reference book 


Teacher's and pupil’s encyclopedia 
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American reference library 

We have heard that its publishers 
and distributors have been organized at 
various times under the following firm 
names: 

Dixon-Rucker company, Chicago 

Home and school education company, 

Chicago and New York 


Perpetual encyclopedia corporation, 
Room 930 Hearst Bldg., San 
Francisco. Monroe Bldg., 104 S. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago. 77 E. 
Monroe St., Chicago 

North American publishing company, 
inc., New York and 844 Rush St., 
Chicago 

Source research council, inc., Monroe 
Bldg., 104 S. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 

Coeducational society, Toronto, 
Canada 

Source research bureau 

American book distributors 

International research institute, 406 
Canada Bldg., Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, Canada 

Cooperative book company, Lamar, 
Missouri 


Its size has varied from 5 to 10 vol- 
umes, sometimes with the addition of a 
volume of Methods, sometimes with the 
addition of three volumes, one contain- 
ing Courses of study, one containing 
Study guides, and one containing an 
Index. The last edition is in 10 volumes 
with additional binder for the loose leaf 
extensions, promised for ten'years. Free 
research is also offered. 


Those interested in this set may wish 
to secure the further information avail- 
able by applying to the U. S. Federal 


Trade Commission, Washington, D. C., 

for Docket 1371. 

We again call attention to the resolu- 
tions adopted by the Subscription Book 
Publishers and to the cooperative Meas- 
ures submitted by the American Library 
Association Committee on Subscription 
Books, both of which were published in 
the January, 1930, number of the Sud- 
scription Books Bulletin. Because a 
number of these principles have not been 
observed by the publishers and the work 
itself is so lacking in those editorial 
and scholarly features that are essential 
to good reference tools, we do not rec- 
ommend the old or current editions of 
this work under any title, for home, 
school, or library use. 

The publishers assure us that a new 
edition is being prepared, that it will be 
greatly revised, and that it will be ready 
early in 1931. We recommend that pur- 
chase be deferred until the new edition 
can be reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin. 

The standard history of the world; 
a narrative of political events . . . a 
record of civilization, etc.; by Israel 
Smith Clare; revised ed. under the 
editorial supervision of Paul Leland 
Haworth (and twelve special con- 
tributors). 10 v. and loose leaf binder 
with ten annual supplements. 518 
Walnut St., Cincinnati, Standard his- 
torical society, 1930, c1927-29. $79. 
A chronological arrangement of uni- 

versal history, beginning with Egypt, 

Ethiopia, Babylonia, and ending with 

the transatlantic flights that followed 

those of Lindbergh. 

At the beginning of each volume is a 
prefatory note contributed by one of the 
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special editors. These prefaces cover 
only 61 pages out of a total of 5,148 in 
the ten volumes. There are no other 
signed articles, so the main text lacks 
authority. Volume ten contains, besides 
the Index, certain great documents, such 
as the Habeas Corpus Act, the League 
of Nations Covenants, etc., and an index. 

The style is dull and commonplace 
and the arrangement of headings makes 
the set unsatisfactory for reference use. 
There are no bibliographies. ‘The illus- 
trations include copies of historical 
paintings but these have no especial merit. 
There are very few maps. It is printed 
on thick, spongy paper. 

Annual supplements issued in ten 
parts are promised but as that for 1929 
lacks an index, libraries would hardly 
find it useful. Not recommended. 


Standard reference work 
See New standard encyclopedia re- 


viewed in this issue. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permission 
of the American Library Association. No 
pronouncements made in this Bulletin can 
be considered official pronouncements of 
the American Library Association. Off- 
cial pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associ- 
ation. Obviously no such action has been 
secured or sought in matters pertaining to 
the evaluation of subscription books. No 
opinion expressed herein can therefore be 
cited as “an official endorsement” of the 
American Library Association. 











(Continued from page 3) 
other supplementary material. Relief is 
indicated by hachuring and, while show- 
ing mountain ranges clearly, it is so 
heavy as to make the type somewhat diffi- 


cult to read and cause the map to seem 
cluttered. The coloring generally is defi- 
nite, varied. and not too dark. Maps 
needing them had color keys. ‘The 
mathematical scale could not be found 
but the bar scale of miles was always 
shown. 

There is variation in the legibility of 
type. In some cases it is large enough to 
be easily read. In others, as for example, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Palestine, India, the type is so fine that it 
is almost impossible to read in crowded 
parts and it is further obscured, as noted 
above, by the hachuring. Boundaries are 
usually clear but some of the other fea- 
tures, as some of the rivers, for example, 
are not. Names are in the vernacular 
with no key. In the index the translated 
name is sometimes given in parentheses 
after the vernacular but there is no cross 
reference from the translated name. 
There is lack of uniformity in the type 
used and in the method of indicating 
boundaries of provinces. This is notice- 
able in the maps of foreign provinces. 

The Rand McNally Commercial at- 
las is now available only through the 
payment of an annual subscription fee of © 
$36. At the termination of the contract 
when a purchaser discontinues the ser- 
vice all atlases received under the sub- 
scription must be returned to the pub- 
lisher. Hammond’s New world loose 
leaf atlas sells for $49.50, which in- 


cludes one year’s free correction sheet 


service. After the free service has ex- 
pired there is an annual charge of $5 for 
the correction service, but the continu- 
ance of this service is optional. Cram’s 
Modern reference atlas of the world is 
sold for $30. 
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